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More seeking ST Pocket Money help

Target of $5.7 million
fa]lmg short as record
11,642 kids apply for aid

- By Anc Yrving

THERE are more needy children being
: supported by The Straits Times School
Pocket Money Fund than ever before.
In the first nine months of this year, 3
- record 11,642 students received finaneial
: assistance — the Highest number since the
fund was started in 2000.

The. 11,642 total surpassed the previ-
ous high of 10,419 durmg the 2003 Sars
year.

Despite réports of an unprovmg econo-

my, the numbers showed that many fami-

lies were still reeling from the recession.
Social workers said many of those af-
fected by the recession were low-skilled
- workers who found it harder to get jobs.
. Also, positive effects fromm an economic
“recovery would take longer to trickle
. down to them.

National Council of Soczal Serv1ce dep-

| How t0 donate to the ﬁmd

To donate, make your: cheque out to “School Pocket Money
Fund” and send jt to: . * -
'The Straits Tiines School Pocke Money Fund
Smgapore Press. Holdings lelted
1600 Toa Payoh North .07

Smgapo}:e 318994

Please mclude you.t name, NRIC number, address and e
contact nurnber on the back of the cheque. To donate E
online, go to www. donation. org. sg or e- maﬂ :
stfund@sph com.sg ) o

"!

"+ | oils, and pa.rt of a]l 'aIe Pro "eeds Wlll go to the fund untit: -
el Dee31. 0 -

Paragon Atrmm w111

| OTHER WAYS TO DONATE

. 8 Noel- hampers: Full proceeds from the sale of the harnpers
-“ priced at $100 and $200 will go tothe fund Hampers Wﬂl

,‘ ~go on, sale from Pec 1 to 15,

IOWS Drivers can revi allse th u" dars w OWS : gme

HCOVA Pasticcerla onfetteria: COVA Pastlccena af The

nate parf: of all sales préceeds fro

uty. CEQ Tina Hung said: “When the econ-
omy goes south, the group that we help
as a social service agency tends to feel it
the most. Even as you lift the economy,
the group takes longer to recover.”

Even those with jobs were struggling
with the high cost of living.

For Ms Anita Abdul Latiff, 43, she and
her husband, a cleaner, must support

their two children, aged seven and 12, on
a combined monthly income of about
$860, "

The part-time stall assistant applied
for the fund in July. She said that now, at
least she does not have to worry about
pocket money for her children.

The children now get $1 more a day in
pocket money, while the rest is used to

top up their farecards

Under the fund, pnmary school pup]Is
get $45 a month and secondary school stu-
dents $80, The money can be used to buy
food at school and for bus fares.

The fund’s organising chairman, Mr Pe-
ter Khoo, said it had been a very challeng-
ing year.

“We have been hit by a double wham-

ty. The nomber of children needing help
has risen tremendously. We thus need
more money to support them, but fund-
raising remains tough,

In January, the fund had pro]ected that
11,000 students would require help this
yeat. But by September, the total had sur-

passed i1,600.

" Mr Khoo. sa.ld.the fund was anticipat-

. ing that. at least 12,500 students would

need help this year. This meant it wonld
require $5.7 miflion, a target he deemed
“very tough”.

He said: “Last year, we raised about §4 -,
million. We would probably surpass that -
this year, but it will be a stretch to hit
$5.7 million.”

He estimated the fund would be short
of between $1.5 rm]llon and $2 millicn by

- year end.

‘He pointed out that while more than
80 fund-rajsing events had been held so-
far -"25 per cent more than last year -
vields had dropped.

Mr Khoo said: “Events that used to
raise $30,000 now return about $20,000.
But we have a duty to try and ensure that
we do not leave any child hungry.

“So we will press on and appeal to the

* public to support onr cause.”

ayiying@sph.com.sg .




